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gainſt the SEVEN 


ISHOPS 
N Friday bang the firſt day of. the Term, the Judges 
attended the Lord Chancellor to Weſtminſler-hall, after 
the uſual manner ; where an Itch after things Novel, 
trad occationed a Confluence of Multitudes of Perſons of all 
Qualitics, who were impatient to hear the Succeſs and Eyent 
of the Bithops Aﬀar. ; | 
Aboat Nine the Court being fate, the Attorney and Soll:- 
citor Generals, praycd a Rule of Courc -nught be made, for 
the bringing the: Lords the Biſhops up to that Bar, in order to 
'plcad to an Information they had prepared againſt them, for 
Contriving, Making and Publiſhing a Scditious Libel againſt 
His Majcity and His Government ; the which, was immediate- 
ly granted, and avour a quarter after Eleven, the Lieutenant 
of the Tower (attended by fix or ſeven Warders) brought his 
Priſoners 1nto the Court, where they had Chairs placed there to 
iit down, their Counſel (which were Sir Francis Pemberton , 
Sir Robert Sawyers, Mr. Polixfin, and Mr. Finch) beganto make 
joe Objections againſt the Legality of rhz1e Commurment, and 
conſequently againſt the return of their Habeas Corpus, and 
being brought into that Court, te Warrant having ſore de- 
tet, as they imagined, in Form, tor it run fiencd by ſuch and 
{vch {to the number. ef about Fourreen) Lords of His Ma- 
jeitics Moſt Honourable Privy Council, and not by Us Lords 
in Council. So that they Infinuated they did not know where 
that Warrafit might be made, for that theſe Lords had not 
Power 


, 


Power to Conmut, nor were a Court, but as they were mct 
n Council 3 vut this Objcchion, after a long Debate managed 
gr the King, by the Artorney and Solicitor Generals, only 
was at Iength Over-ruled by the Judges, though Mer. Juſtice 
Powe, ſeemed not fully to aſſent to the Opinion of his Brethren, 
but rather diſlike the Form of the Warrant. 

The Subſtance of this next Argument, was chiefly about the 
Dem of their Pecrage, As whether i it was uſual for a Pecr ro 
be hicld to Bul, cr Commirred upon a Mifdemecanor : But this, 
after much Altcration by the Council on both {ides, was alſo 
Ovcr-ruled by the Judzes. = 

Then the Arch-Biſhop put in a Plea, which being read, cori- 

tained Matter nothing difterent trom what had been before 
diſcufled, and fo was rejected as friyolous. 

Then their Council urged, thcy nught have time allowed 
them to Plead to the Information ; wo Sir Samuel Aſire dc- 


 claring it had been the Cuſtom of that Court, for theſe twelve 


Years to his knowledge, (and was long betore, as he had been 
informed by his Predeceſlors) to Plead immediate to the Infor- 
mation.) Upon which their Lordfhips Pleaded Not Guilty, and 
the Court gave them till that day Fortnight to prepare for 
ther Tryal. Every Man ſtanding upon his fingle Recognizance, 
in fuch a Sum as cach yoluntarily named ; The Arch-Bihop 
200 /. and the other Bilhops in 100 /. cach, and fo were dif 
charged from their Warders, and one artended the Arch- 
Biſhop to Canterbury-houſe, They had all the Civilities and 
Reſpect trom the Court that was poſſible to be ſhewn to Perſons 
of their Quality ; and if Bail had been required by the Court, 
about Twenty of the Principle Nobility attended to have ſeryed 
their Lordſhips. The Court rife ar a quarter after Three, this 
Afar having held them in Debate three hours ard a half; 

The Pcople ſeemed extreamly farisficd ar the fair play ther 
Lordſhips Ki Council had had through the whole Debate; 
and accompanied them in great Throngs co the Parliament- 
Stairs, where his Grace took Barge, And in fomc Parts of the 
City, thePcople, through miſtake, thinking the Biſhops had 
been cleared,made Boon-fires,and gave other Signals of their Joy. 


a. i _—_—_——__ 


— >. EE —— A WW —_ 4 _ w _ _ S tm: _ _ 


mnDIth #lowance, June 16. 164% 


w—_. —_ ———_— _— _—_— 
<—_— _— —_— ue ilk. a dith. A... BANDA. 


et 


Lads Printed by PICS Groom, at the BlueBal un 
- Thames-ftreet, near Baynard's-afile, 1688. 


